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I am thrilled to be the newly elected President of the Highland Lake Watershed Association.  People often ask 

how our family discovered Highland Lake.  Our story is one of good luck.  When we decided to purchase a lake 

home, we explored a variety of lakes.  We thought we had finally found the perfect spot on a beautiful lake.  

One more visit to the property and we were ready to make an offer.  A friendly neighbor engaged us in 

conversation.  She asked us if we were aware of the lakeôs blue-green algae problem.  ñDid we know the lake is 

often closed to swimming for weeks at a time in August?ò Well, based on that conversation, we passed on that 

opportunity, and we renewed our search for a lake house on a different lake.  Someone suggested we come 

check out Highland Lake in Winsted.  Fourteen years later and we have never looked back! Our memories of 

almost investing in a less than ñhealthyò lake have stuck with our family and highlighted for us just how fragile 

lakes are and how the state of the lake is integrally connected to our enjoyment of our lake house and to the value of our home.   

HLWAôs primary focus is to protect the lake and its watershed, keeping Highland Lake a valuable resource for families, fishermen, 

lake enthusiasts, and for the entire Northwest Corner.  The twelve-member board can only accomplish its mission with your help and 

support.  You are the lakeôs most important stewards.  None of us wants blue-green algae or devastating invasive species of any kind 

destroying our beloved lake.  The Town of Winsted also understands and appreciates the important role the lake plays in our 

community, working in partnership with HLWA to protect the lake.   

At our recent HLWA annual meeting, we were fortunate to hear a wonderful presentation by Dr. George Knoecklein, a limnologist, 

hired by the Town to monitor the lakeôs water quality.  His presentation was sobering.  Highland Lake is in relatively good ñhealth,ò but 

Dr. Knoecklein illustrated some important trends showing if all of us are not vigilant in protecting the water and the watershed, the 

quality of our lake could change dramatically (a review of Dr. Knoeckleinôs presentation appears later in this issue).  We learned  

everything - yes, everything - we put into the watershed eventually ends up in the lake - and stays there.   

Iôm excited and proud to be part of HLWA.  We are lucky to live on this beautiful lake.  Become an active member of our association 

and we can work (and have fun) together helping to keep Highland Lake beautiful and safe.  If you have any questions or comments, 

email me at president@hlwa.org. 
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Check out our new advertiser on page 20 - 

and all our other wonderful advertisers! 

Can you find the old one? 

From the Highland Lake Watershed Association - A Nonprofit Organization Dedicated to the Preservation and Protection of Highland Lake and Its Watershed 

Drawdown of 3 Feet Begins November 1.  

Check hlwa.org for Details 


